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The idea of trading wild seeds is, due to the considerati on of a regional limi-
tati on of introducing wild plants, a crucial point of geneti cally adaptati on. 
The commercial seed market off ers several interesti ng species suitable for 
restorati on, but they are generally to be described as being of non-local pro-
venance. Through negati ve interacti on with sti ll available local provenances 
their introducti on may lead to undesired results such as hybridisati on or 
displacement. 
Only harvesti ng material and collected or propagated seeds, used for restora-
ti on and rehabilitati on projects in the same region, ensure ecosystem services 
which will not be provided by improper culti vars and non-local propagati on 
material. Exploitati on, producti on and trade of regional seeds without any 
common rules lead to an unmanageable market for consumers. Wild forms 
compete against culti vars of the same plant-species. On behalf of nature 
conservati on a system of rules is therefore needed in order to support trans-
parency on a future European wild species seed market. 
The important EC fodder plant directi ve1 causes serious problems between 
nati onal nature conservati on laws and those for seed breeding protecti on. 
Therefore, in 2010 a new Commission directi ve1 has been passed, which 
approves the trade of „wild“ seeds among the culti vars, supporti ng the use 
of wild forms but containing also many formal conditi ons, like detailed regis-
trati ons and declarati ons of every single harvested or propageted mixture. 
This moment at the latest is the start of a competi ti on in trade between wild 
seeds and culti vars. 
For future exploitati on, producti on, use and sale of wild plant seeds, the 
below menti oned general conditi ons for a „European Nati ve Plant Certi fi cate” 
have to be followed. 
1htt p://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2010:228:0010:0014:EN:PDF

Compliance with nature conservati on

Introducti on

Collecti on in the source area and disseminati on in the target area are sensiti ve 
issues to nature conservati on. 
Recommended approach: 
•  Check existi ng nature conservati on laws at all administrati on levels in 

accordance with planned acti on, e.g.: the inviolacy of existi ng stocks, avo-
idance of bastardisati on of fl ora, admission to protected areas.
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•  To avoid geneti c losses within a certain species the following rules should 
be observed: 
– Selecti on of donor sites shall be orientated to its age, homogeneity and 

typical characteristi c for the concerned type of biotope.
– The seed collecti on shall comprise several donor sites and as far as 

possible diff erent phenotypes. 
– During collecti on and propagati on any selecti ve infl uence on the geneti c 

variance between the individuals shall be avoided (no breeding infl uence)
– Passive selecti on due to the necessary procedures of propagati on shall 

be minimized by limiti ng the number of grown up generati ons.
•  The provenance seed zone shall be located inside the propagati on area to 

minimize Cross-breeding with provenances from diff erent seed.
•  Exact defi niti on of the taxonomic level by means of thoroughly determi-

nati on. In most cases the level of subspecies might be suffi  cient. In rare 
cases varieti es or other easy to defi ne forms shall be treated as geneti cally 
independent.

Regions of provenance/Seed zones

Only seeds from the wide coherence of the living populati on may require 
an eco-systemic benefi t compared to culti vars. Therefore the need arises to 
defi ne seed zones to fulfi l those benefi ts for most of the sowed plant species.

A system of simple European biogeographically regions already exists at the 
European Environment Agency. To adjust these eleven zones to nature con-
servati on demands, they have to be subdivided in a more local diff erenti ated 
European seed zone system, with the following att ributes:
•  To enable fl exible starti ng conditi ons the seed zones may be accumulated 

to bigger producti on areas, which allow producers to propagate seeds of 
several regions of provenance - a measure to react on low seed-demands 
in the fi rst years.

•  Seed zones shall comply with physiographic provinces. In most cases       
there will be cross border seed zones between two member states. A list of 
criteria has to be set up, to defi ne all seed zones under the same aspects. 
For this task the EEA could deliver an EU-wide handling. 
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Producti on of wild seeds is costly in terms of labour. The upscale products 
are threatened by cheap imports or wrongly declared culti vars. Hence there 
is a need to defi ne methods of proofi ng the identi ty of regional provenances 
to sustain small markets of local and regional producti ons. If the quality of 
seeds, the documentati on process and the control mechanisms are nearly the 
same the cost-performance rati o can be compared by customers. Therefore 
suitable seems a cross between nati onal registrati on and approval of private 
organised certi fi cati on systems. The approval should contain:
•  Independent Certi fi cati on Company with the capacity of nati onwide ope-

rati on.
•  Independent working commission, which issues the certi fi cati on or imposes 

sancti ons.
•  Documentati on of approved collecti on at the donor site
•  Documentati on of all important parts of propagati on

–  list of species and related size of propagati on site and number of generati on
–  amount of harvested seeds
–  amount of stored and sold seeds (accession to bookkeeping)

•  Documentati on of mixture components and seed charges for several years 
backward

•  Declarati ons on seed packing labels as certi fi cati on, company, content etc.
In contrast to pure seeds the transfer of harvested hay material, topsoil or 
turfs is in general limited to short distances and will keep a local procedure 
with a low risk of manipulati on or wrong declarati on.

Examples of already existi ng certi fi cati on systems

In Germany, Austria and Switzerland, suffi  cient certi fi cati on systems are already 
successfully proved. The specifi c criteria and rules can be downloaded as pdf. in 
German language.  
VWW 2011: htt p://www.natur-im-vww.de/download/regelwerk-zerti fi kat.pdf 
REWISA 2011: htt p://www.rewisa.at/images/stories/downloads/REWISA_Richtli-
nie_Graeser_Kraeuter_15-04-2010.pdf 
CPS 2009: htt p://www.cps-skew.ch/fi leadmin/template/pdf/deutsch/Empf_Wild-
pfl anzen.pdf 
Further informati on to this subjects out of other European countries can be found 

on the Salvere-Homepage under downloads: 
www.salvereproject.eu

Proof of identi ty


